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ProsperityME empowers refugee and
immigrant communities to invest in
themselves so they can build
financial stability, careers, businesses,
and wealth. We provide financial
education and counseling to improve
their quality of life.
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Our Impact: 2025

People turn to ProsperityME because they are seeking something
foundational: stability, dignity, and the opportunity to build a
secure future. For nearly two decades, we have earned the trust
of communities across Maine by being accountable, consistent,
and deeply committed to the idea that housing stability, financial
capability, and access to economic opportunity are accessible
pillars of a healthy and equitable society.

Each year, individuals and families rely on ProsperityME to help
them navigate the complexities of budgeting and building credit
to attain housing, education, and understanding workforce
pathways.

Our work is grounded in relationships, cultural responsiveness,
and practical strategies that recognize the whole person. We do
not offer one-size-fits-all solutions; we provide guidance rooted

in lived experience, data-driven practice, and respect for each ProsperityME Founder & Executive Director
client’s goals. Claude Rwaganje was honored with the 2025

ICL Distinguished Alum Award — recognizing

In 2025, your support transformed that trust into measurable his leadership in advancing housing stability,
impact. Through financial education, housing support, workforce economic opportunity, and civic engagement
development, and scholarship opportunities. ProsperityME across Maine.

partnered with individuals, community organizations, and
institutions to deliver services that create lasting economic
mobility. We continued to demonstrate that when people are
trusted, equipped, and supported, they do more than move
forward - they build stability that strengthens families,
neighborhoods, and ultimately, Maine’s future.

This statewide recognition reflects the
growing impact of ProsperityME’s work and
the community of supporters who make it
possible.

Our Staff Current Board Members

Community and business leaders who
steward ProsperityME’s mission:

Gimbala Sankare, Chair, Director of HR — Preti Flaherty

Rebecca Winslow, Vice Chair, SVP, Director of Community
Relations and Foundation, Maine Community Bank

Eileen Fongemie, Treasurer,Senior Vice President, Chief
Financial Officer & Treasurer- The MEMIC Group

Colette Twigg, Secretary, Retired Financial Executive

Mary Axelsen, Founder & CEO — WeMaax Consulting

Our team combines professional expertise with Pat Clancy, Principal — The Clancy Company

lived experience.
Tara Jenkins, CEO — Conscious Revolution LLC
ProsperityME staff bring backgrounds in banking,

housing, social services, and international

business and collectively speak multiple Tyler Norod, President & Development Director —
languages. Westbrook Development Corporation

E’'nkul Kanakan, HR Labor/Employee Relations Director

This allows us to meet people where they are, Martha Fox, Preti Flaherty
with cultural understanding, sincerity and
practical solutions that work.

Sherrin Vail, Vice President of Asset Management &
Portfolio Initiatives — Evernorth
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Program Accomplishments

Financial Education

Building financial security for Maine individuals and families through education

A ProsperityME financial education class in Portland

In 2025, ProsperityME provided financial instruction to over 300 people offering 18 Basic Money
Management classes and expanding into new communities through partnerships with Biddeford
Adult Education and the Capital Area New Mainers Project. We also revised our Saving to Build
Wealth curriculum and held the first class in several years for 25 people.

Classes were offered in Arabic, English, French, and Portuguese, ensuring participants could
engage in the language that felt most accessible and empowering. Financial education helped
prospective homebuyers qualify for MaineHousing’s First-Generation Homebuyer Program and
supported renters through our How to Be a Successful Tenant workshops.

Over 300 people served

through financial education across
southern and central Maine in 2025.

TESTIMONIAL

In 2021, ProsperityME helped connect Aimable Nduwayezu,

founder of Liany Media LLC, with community partners who

played a pivotal role in his business growth. After arriving in the

United States in 2017 and rebuilding his life from significant

hardship, Aimable made the decision to launch his media

production company full time. Through a trusted introduction ProsperityME Executive Director,
facilitated by Claude Rwaganje and Helen Andreoli, he Claude Rwganje speaking at MDF event
connected with local real estate leader Bill Stauffer, who offered

studio space at 22 Monument Square for $1 per month during

the first year. That opportunity provided the stability and

infrastructure needed for Liany Media LLC to grow into a thriving Because of donor support, hundreds
media and livestream production business serving clients across of Maine families gained the tools to
Maine and beyond. This partnership reflects ProsperityME'’s role manage money, secure housing, and
in removing structural barriers and expanding access to build a more stable future.

opportunity for immigrant entrepreneurs.
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Housing Initiatives

In 2025, we made significant progress toward our first
affordable housing development. In partnership with
Developers Collaborative, we were selected by the
City of Portland to develop affordable housing on the
Barron Center campus at 1125 Brighton Avenue. Over
the spring and summer, we advanced Prosperity Place
—a 50-unit, family-oriented first phase—through
Planning Board approval, secured tax-increment
financing, and finalized a lease with the City. Although
the project did not receive state funding during a highly
competitive funding round this fall, it is well positioned
to move forward in 2026. In an encouraging end to the
year, the project was awarded $850,000 from the
Federal Home Loan Bank of Boston’s Affordable
Housing Program.

Home Energy Assistance (H.E.A.P.)

In 2025, as a partner of the Maine Housing Authority, ProsperityME assisted 140 households
(comprising 561 individuals) in successfully completing and submitting applications for HEAP
(Home Energy Assistance Program) and LIAP (Low-Income Assistance Program) benefits,
helping low-income families secure support for heating and electricity costs.

HUD-Eviction Prevention Program

ProsperityME referred 12 households facing eviction or at immediate risk of losing their housing
to emergency housing, legal assistance programs, and trusted community partners, working to
prevent homelessness and promote housing stability.

Housing Navigation Services

In 2025, in addition to housing the 68 families in
Saco’s Comfort Inn transitional housing, we had 25
families housed.

Additionally, with collaboration from other providers,
110 households were housed, 15 rental applications
were given and helped to prevent eviction.

In September, ProsperityME signed a contract to
implement the “Housing Stability Support Program”.
Implementation started in November, 2025.
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Individual Development Accounts

Through ProsperityME’s Individual Development Account (IDA) program, we help immigrant-owned
businesses and aspiring students build assets through matched $1 for $1 savings for education and
entrepreneurship.

In 2025, 17 new savers were approved for a total of 24 savers with a combined savings goal of
$98,293. In 2025, 6 savers received $22,079 in matching funds—three supporting business start-
ups and three advancing higher education goals.

In partnership with Coastal Enterprises Inc. (CEl), we also hosted a Business Navigator series that
supported nine prospective entrepreneurs as they prepared to launch and grow their businesses.

After fleeing Afghanistan following the Taliban takeover, our client
arrived in the U.S. with his lifelong dream of flying still alive—even
after many Afghan pilots were left grounded by circumstance and
cost. Through discipline, courage, and the support of
ProsperityME’s IDA Program, he turned savings into lift, taking a
decisive step back toward the skies and inspiring another Afghan
pilot to believe again. His journey reminds us that with the right
support, even dreams forced into hiding can rise—and soar—once
more.

Peer Workforce Navigator Program

ProsperityME’s Peer Workforce Navigators help people
overcome barriers to employment by providing hands-on
support with résumeés, job applications, and workplace
onboarding.

In 2025, our navigators supported 416 clients and delivered
1,209 services, helping people move into Maine’s workforce.

Photo credit: Mark Mattos, Amjambo Africa

In May, a small employer who recently purchased a local service business reached out to ProsperityME.
He specifically wanted to hire immigrants saying they are hardworking and he wanted to provide good
opportunities. We connected the employer with our Peer Workforce Navigator who shared several
referrals. The employer provided on the job training and promotional opportunities for those he hired.
In a recent update from the employer we heard that two employees are still on staff and doing well.

2 02 416 people received one-on-one employment support
1,209 employment and training services delivered




PROSPER Scholarship
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Over 100 scholarship inquiries were received, and 12
Academic Scholarships were awarded for fall 2025 to
asylum-seekers who are not eligible for FAFSA and
who wish to pursue their education. We referred over
50 students eligible for the Free Maine Scholarship
Program and shared our IDA resource. We also
awarded 2 scholarships for certificate or vocational

programs.

In May, we celebrated 3 scholars who graduated with
degrees in Business, Health Science & IT. We continue
to assist 18 current scholars from 2022 - 2024. We
also matched 4 mentors with scholars to provide

Prosper Scholar outside the Southern Maine Community
College’s Computer Science & Engineering Center

support, guidance and encouragement.

Women’s Economic Empowerment:

Women Building Careers in Maine

ProsperityME hosted an 8-week program, Charting Your Course,
to help immigrant women navigate work, money, and career
opportunities in Maine.

Sixteen women from Bangor to Greater Portland built personal
financial plans, explored career and education pathways, and
grew their professional networks. After the program, four enrolled
in money management classes, three continued their education,
and one launched her own business supported through our IDA
matched-savings program.

Women’s Small Business Grants

$15,000 in Small Business Grants Awarded to Women-
Owned Start-Ups In 2025 we awarded 3 small business
development grants, $5,000 each, to women-owned
businesses.

Little Sharks Daycare in Biddeford
Grow Well Child Care in Lewiston
Noble Personal Care in Lewiston

“l learned how to set
short- and long-term
goals, create a budget,
and plan for my future. |
feel more confident, more
organized, and clearer
about my next steps.”

Charting Your Course participant
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17th Annual Communtiy
Block Party

4 N
We celebrated our 17th Annual Community Block

Party - recognizing our scholarship recipients,
community advocates, volunteers,
partners and donors. Over 300 people from our
community were in attendance.

Legislative Win for Maine Families

During the 2025 legislative session, ProsperityME and Immigrant Resource Center
of Maine staff worked tirelessly to help pass LD 1287 — an Act to Support
Workforce Development by Establishing the Housing Stability Fund.

This new law creates a Housing Stability Fund that will provide up to $3,000 per
year in targeted support for low-income households facing housing instability. By
helping families stay housed during financial disruptions, the fund protects both
household stability and workforce participation.

Stable housing is foundational to economic mobility. When families are not at risk
of losing their homes, they are better able to remain employed, pursue education,
and contribute to their local communities. LD 1287 strengthens Maine’s economy
by keeping workers housed, supported, and able to build long-term financial
security.

We are proud to have played a role in this important policy victory for Maine
families and the broader economy.




PROSPERITYME ANNUAL REPORT 2025
2025 Impact

A 203 families assisted with Our C"ents
.ﬂ’i‘ Housing Navigation Services. ProsperityME welcomes any low income
Mainers who could benefit from our services.
PLAN The majority of our clients are at or below

—$ Over 300 people received financial
education instruction.

80% of the area poverty index. Our programs
serve new Mainers from Afghanistan, Angola,
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Chad,
Colombia, Republic of Congo-Brazzaville,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti,
Gabon, Haiti, Iraqg, Kenya, Papua New Guinea,

~ 140 families assisted with HEAP
i \~  representing 561 individuals.

Rwanda, Senegal, Somalia, South Africa,
1,209 people assisted at our Friday Peer Sudan, Syria, Tanzania, Ukraine and Zambia.
Workforce Clinics.

16 women graduated Charting Your
Course Empowerment Program.

IDA savings exceeded $45,000.

12 Academic Scholarships and 2 Vocational

Scholarships awarded. Investing in the future of
Maine by empowering
4 volunteer mentors matched with scholars. |mm|g ra nt communities.

ifnﬁ?” $15,000 in small business grants awarded to women-owned start-ups.

BUSINESS

Contact Us:

K& 207-797-7890

& Www.prosperityme.org
Locations:
175 Lancaster Street, Suite 216A, Portland

37 Park Street, 4th Floor Lewiston (by appointment)
Mailing Address: PO Box 8013 Portland, ME 04104 | facebook.com/prosperitymaine

Follow ProsperityME:

@prosperitymaine

f linkedin.com/company/prosperityme/



