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KeyBank supports ProsperityME’s mission to empower Maine’s refugee and 

immigrant communi:es to invest in themselves 

PORTLAND, ME – August 13, 2024 - ProsperityME, located in Portland and Lewiston Maine, has 

received a $15,000 grant from KeyBank FoundaGon to support its mission of empowering members of 

Maine’s refugee and immigrant communiGes through financial educaGon and counseling. Founded by 

Claude Rwaganje, an immigrant from the DemocraGc Republic of the Congo, ProsperityME aims to 

empower the “new Mainer” community to invest in themselves in order to build financial stability, 

careers, businesses, and wealth. Services include financial educaGon and counseling, workforce 

development programs, business support services, Individual Development Accounts (IDA) for savings, 

scholarship opportuniGes and housing support. ProsperityME’s programs are available to low-income 

individuals of any naGonality.  

 

“We are grateful to KeyBank for its partnership in helping new Mainers invest in their future. We know 

that newcomers cannot succeed without a supporGve community of donors, financial insGtuGons, and 

employers who understand that by supporGng immigrants, we are growing the economy of Maine.” 

Specifically, KeyBank’s funding will help provide financial literacy and educaGon programs, including 

Basic Money Management and Saving to Build Wealth, which teaches ProsperityME clients about the 

U.S. financial system, budgeGng, and saving. 

 

“The core of KeyBank’s existence as a community bank is our commitment to equipping individuals, 

families and businesses with financial services, guidance and confidence they need to be successful, 

contribuGng members of our community,” said KeyBank Market President Tony DiSoZo. “We are proud 

to support ProsperityME in their efforts to empower our newest neighbors with essenGal financial skills 

and educaGon in a supporGve environment to help them thrive personally and professionally in Maine.”   

Formed in 2008, ProsperityME has offered over 300 courses and workshops and help more than 10,000 

newcomers and low-income families to build a beZer future. This number includes financial and college 

planning sessions for thousands of individuals, and hundreds of families who have received housing 

assistance. Their clients come from over twenty countries, the majority from Angola, Burundi, the 

DemocraGc Republic of the Congo, Iraq, Rwanda, Somalia, and Sudan. With the foreign-born populaGon 

in Maine increasing annually, ProsperityME anGcipates serving 4,000 immigrants residing in the Greater 

Portland and Lewiston areas this year. Through their programs, clients are empowered to open bank 

accounts, get hired for work, and start saving for their future. ProsperityME also helps their clients 

secure stable housing, start new businesses, and achieve their higher educaGon goals.  

 

KeyBank FoundaGon grants are part of a $40 billion commitment for lending and investments across Key’s 

naGonal footprint established in 2017 and supporGng affordable housing and community development 

projects, home, and small business lending in low- and-moderate income communiGes, and philanthropic 

efforts targeted toward educaGon, workforce development, and safe, vital neighborhoods.   



   
 

 

 

About ProsperityME 

ProsperityME empowers, through educaGon and counseling, members of refugee and immigrant 

communiGes to invest in themselves to build financial stability, careers, businesses, and wealth. 

Founded in 2008 by Claude Rwaganje, an immigrant from the DemocraGc Republic of the Congo, 

ProsperityME is a 501c3 nonprofit organizaGon that provides financial educaGon and services to 

immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers. ProsperityME programs help new Mainers achieve financial 

security, invest in their careers, and contribute to the local economy. Our services are available to new 

and established immigrants, and low-income families of any naGonality throughout the state. Our offices 

are in Portland and Lewiston.  

 

About KeyBank Founda7on:  

KeyBank FoundaGon serves to fulfill KeyBank’s purpose to help clients and communiGes thrive, and its 

mission is to support organizaGons and programs that prepare people for thriving futures.  The 

FoundaGon’s mission is advanced through three funding prioriGes – neighbors, educaGon, and workforce 

– and through community service. To provide meaningful philanthropy that transforms lives, KeyBank 

FoundaGon listens carefully to understand the unique characterisGcs and needs of its communiGes and 

then backs soluGons with targeted philanthropic investments. KeyBank FoundaGon is a nonprofit 

charitable foundaGon, funded by KeyCorp. 

 

About KeyBank/KeyCorp  

KeyCorp's roots trace back nearly 200 years to Albany, New York. Headquartered in Cleveland, Ohio, Key 

is one of the nation's largest bank-based financial services companies, with assets of approximately $187 

billion at June 30, 2024. Key provides deposit, lending, cash management, and investment services to 

individuals and businesses in 15 states under the name KeyBank National Association through a network 

of approximately 1,000 branches and approximately 1,200 ATMs. Key also provides a broad range of 

sophisticated corporate and investment banking products, such as merger and acquisition advice, public 

and private debt and equity, syndications and derivatives to middle market companies in selected 

industries throughout the United States under the KeyBanc Capital Markets trade name. For more 

information, visit https://www.key.com/. KeyBank Member FDIC.  

 

Media contacts: 

ProsperityME: Ellen McFarland, Deputy Director, 207-797-7890, emcfarland@prosperityme.org 

[NAME, TITLE] | [TEL.] | [EMAIL]  

KeyBank: Karen Crane, CommunicaGons Manager | 203-789-2752 | karen_crane@keybank.com  
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